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Kelli Johnson:

This is Kelli Johnson, and I'm doing an oral history interview today as a part of
the National Parks Service Civil Rights Era Oral History Grant Program. I am here
with...

Anna Belle King:

Anna Belle King.

Kelli Johnson:

Anna Belle, is that your full name?

Anna Belle King:

Yes.

Kelli Johnson:

When were you born?

Anna Belle King:

July 4, 1936.

Kelli Johnson:

Where were you born?

Anna Belle King:

Well, in a small town, Rome, Ohio, which is part of Proctorville, Ohio.

Kelli Johnson:

Were you born at home? Or were you born in a hospital?

Anna Belle King:

Yes. All of my brothers and sisters were born at home.

Kelli Johnson:

I did not... That's something new I just learned today. Thank you. What were
your parents' names?

Anna Belle King:

My mother's name was Mamie Frances Jackson King.

Kelli Johnson:

And your... Oh.

Anna Belle King:

My father was... All I know is Fred or Frederick King. I think he was born in
Kentucky, but I'm not sure.

Kelli Johnson:

And your mom was born in Ohio?

Anna Belle King:

Yes.

Kelli Johnson:

Okay.

Anna Belle King:

She was born in, I'm assuming Proctorville, Ohio.

Kelli Johnson:

Most likely at home?

Anna Belle King:

Yes.

Kelli Johnson:

You mentioned siblings. What were your siblings' names?
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Anna Belle King:

My oldest brother was named after our dad, Wesley King, Fred, Frederick
Wesley King. Next was my brother Julian. No, my next oldest was a sister,
Kathleen Virginia King, who married a Johnson. Next was my brother, Julian
Beecher King; my brother, Henry Franklin King; my sister, Betty Ellen King; and
next brother, Calvin Nathaniel King; and my sister Ada Frances King Hoard; and
me.

Kelli Johnson:

You were the baby?

Anna Belle King:

I was the baby, and then my mother took my nephew, Marvin Johnson, and
raised him as my brother.

Kelli Johnson:

Do you know why your parents named you Anna Belle, or why your mom
named you Anna Belle?

Anna Belle King:

I was named, the Anna was from a friend of hers who died at childbirth, a
cousin, and my middle name is Belle after her friend, Rhoda Belle, who lived...
They all lived in Proctorville.

Kelli Johnson:

Oh, okay. Can you tell me where you were raised?

Anna Belle King:

My recollection is that, after we moved from Rome, Ohio, we moved to
Proctorville in what is called the Peters Hollow. I was raised there with mostly
my younger brothers and sisters, because my older brothers had joined the
service, and they were in World War II, and my sister, Kathleen, was married,
and so it was me, Ada, Marvin, and for a while Betty and Calvin.

Kelli Johnson:

Are all of your siblings still alive?

Anna Belle King:

No, there's just... I'm the only one living, and Marvin, my nephew.

Kelli Johnson:

Where you were raised, were there a lot of Black folks over there?

Anna Belle King:

No. There was one family that lived just above us in the hollow. Then there were
several families in Proctorville itself, but only probably five Black families in
Proctorville itself.

Kelli Johnson:

I have a vague idea of where Peters Hollow is, but can you tell a little bit about
where it is in relation to Proctorville?

Anna Belle King:

Okay, in Proctorville, it is probably a mile from what would be considered
downtown Proctorville. We also had a church, Mount Pisgah Church and
Cemetery, which was three quarters of a mile from Proctorville. Then we were
probably three quarters of a mile further from the church and the cemetery.

Kelli Johnson:

Okay. What are some of your earliest childhood memories?
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Anna Belle King:

My earliest memory is probably of my father, no, probably when my mother
took Marvin. When he was born, I was four years old. I can remember us going
to Institute, West Virginia, where he was born, and for some reason, I cried all
the way in the car, because I knew Marvin was coming to live with us, and he
was a newborn baby.
The second memory I have is my dad, who usually wore overalls, and he would
carry Marvin in the yard, take him for a walk, because Marvin was little, and he
was trying to walk, but he would always fall down, so my dad would carry him
around the yard with our pet dog attached to my dad's overall leg.

Kelli Johnson:

Oh.

Anna Belle King:

He was dragging the pup and carrying Marvin.

Kelli Johnson:

Oh, my gosh, that's funny. That's funny.

Anna Belle King:

Then, we used to play in the yard with Chet Lane, who was one of the Black
families that lived above us. I remember my mom used to feed him, and he liked
to eat sitting on the floor, and so she cooked black-eyed peas for dinner and
gave him some, and he was trying to pick the little black spot that's on the
black-eyed peas, because he thought it was a bug.

Kelli Johnson:

Oh, gosh.

Anna Belle King:

We would play in the corn crib, which was above our house. That was our
playhouse.

Kelli Johnson:

Was it full of corn?

Anna Belle King:

Well, it used to be. It wasn't when we lived there, although we raised a pig,
which was our winter meat, and so we had to feed it from that corn in the corn
shed, and we raised chickens. That was my job, to feed the chickens, and that
was the meat that we had in the summer.

Kelli Johnson:

Okay, okay.

Anna Belle King:

Let's see. The next memories I have, when I was probably about seven, I think I
was in the second grade, I had rheumatic fever, and I almost died.

Kelli Johnson:

Oh, wow.

Anna Belle King:

I missed a lot of school, but they didn't hold me back, because they said I knew
as much as the other kids that had been there the whole year, but it left me
with a heart murmur, which followed me through mostly to high school, I think.
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Let's see. Another vivid memory I have is of my dad. He would peel an apple for
me to eat, but he wouldn't let me eat it until all of the specks and everything
was gone. I remember, we had a little seat in our backyard. He would sit on it
and peel the apple, and I would sit on the back of the little chair with my mouth
watering, waiting for him to finish peeling the apple. Those are just a few of the
memories I have of growing up.
Kelli Johnson:

Okay, so full disclosure for this interview process. Anna Belle is my great-aunt,
and so her nephew that she spoke of, of being raise with like a brother, is my
dad. I have a question about that. I never knew... I knew he was born in
Institute, but I didn't know you guys went right there, right when he was born,
and got him.

Anna Belle King:

Yeah.

Kelli Johnson:

Can I ask why?

Anna Belle King:

Well, my sister and her husband, Rom Johnson, were not a real stable family,
my mom thought, to raise Marvin, and they were in the process of getting a
divorce, or separating, and so my mom went and got Marvin as a baby and
brought him to us.

Kelli Johnson:

And he was with you guys his whole growing up until he joined the service,
right?

Anna Belle King:

Right, off and on.

Kelli Johnson:

Okay.

Anna Belle King:

He would sometimes go live with his mom, Kathleen, but it was not a
permanent thing. She lived for a while, with Rom, not far from where we lived in
the Peters Hollow for a while. An incident that happened there was Marvin liked
to play. He loved cars, and he was probably four or five years old, and he was
playing in the car, his dad's car. He accidentally put it in reverse, and it rolled
backwards down the hill into the creek below their house.

Kelli Johnson:

Oh, my gosh. Oh, my gosh.

Anna Belle King:

Kathleen comes running to my mom to tell her what happened, to go get
Marvin out of the car.

Kelli Johnson:

Oh.

Anna Belle King:

He was okay.
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Kelli Johnson:

Okay, I think... Okay. We're just going to let that one... Leave that one there.
Another question I have about our family is you mentioned Chet Lane, who I
was always led to believe was our cousin.

Anna Belle King:

Yes, he is.

Kelli Johnson:

Okay, yeah, so because like a whole lot of small towns... There's a handful of
Black folk, and we're all kind of related, so that kind of happened in this case, in
Proctorville?

Anna Belle King:

Yes, everybody in Proctorville mainly was related.

Kelli Johnson:

Just for clarification for this interview, we are related to those original
Burlington 37 that people... That's what I was told.

Anna Belle King:

Well, okay. That's not exactly true-

Kelli Johnson:

Okay.

Anna Belle King:

Because the slaves that came from Virginia was a part of the 37 that settled in
Burlington.

Kelli Johnson:

Yes.

Anna Belle King:

But the Peters, that we are related to, crossed the Ohio River and settled in
Proctorville and Scott Town, so we don't know whether we were related to the
Burlington 37.

Kelli Johnson:

Okay.

Anna Belle King:

Because we are from the Peters clan from Virginia, but it's a different.

Kelli Johnson:

It might be a different branch.

Anna Belle King:

Yeah.

Kelli Johnson:

It might be a different branch, or it might be not related at all.

Anna Belle King:

Right, right.

Kelli Johnson:

Okay, so these Peters that we know we're related to, do you know when they
crossed the Ohio? Was this before 1865, before the Emancipation Proclamation,
or was this after?

Anna Belle King:

Well...

Kelli Johnson:

Or is it kind of all around?
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Anna Belle King:

I don't know exactly, but my mother was born in 1896, and her mother, Ada
Mina Peters, her father was... Oh, I just forgot his name.

Kelli Johnson:

If you remember, you can tell us then.

Anna Belle King:

He was the second generation of the landing slaves on the boat that landed in
Amhurst County, Virginia.

Kelli Johnson:

Oh, wow, so your grandmother's father or grandfather?

Anna Belle King:

Father.

Kelli Johnson:

Father was a slave. He was an African man. He came from either Africa or-

Anna Belle King:

No.

Kelli Johnson:

Or no.

Anna Belle King:

His grandmother-

Kelli Johnson:

Okay, came... Okay.

Anna Belle King:

Came from Africa.

Kelli Johnson:

Okay.

Anna Belle King:

She had eight children, and my great-grandfather was a product of her children.

Kelli Johnson:

Okay, okay. Thank you. I never knew any of that stuff.

Anna Belle King:

Well, it's in a book that's available that starts our generation from the ship.

Kelli Johnson:

Okay, so I think... I think I know what book you mean, and I think my daughter
has it. That's the book he... Okay.

Anna Belle King:

Yes.

Kelli Johnson:

Yeah.

Anna Belle King:

So now, I'm the sixth generation from the slave ship.

Kelli Johnson:

So, I would be the eighth generation from the slave ship.

Anna Belle King:

Yes, because Marvin is the seven, and you're eighth.

Kelli Johnson:

Oh, wow. That kind of gives me chills to put it in numbers like that. Okay. Okay-
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Anna Belle King:

His name was Norvel, by the way.

Kelli Johnson:

Okay, I did know that.

Anna Belle King:

Norvel Peters.

Kelli Johnson:

Norvel Peters, I do remember that name. Thank you for sharing some of your
memories. Can you talk a little bit more about your everyday as you were
growing up in southern Ohio, in Proctorville, in Rome?

Anna Belle King:

Well, the first memories I have, like I said, were in the Peters Hollow. My
mother made a living by cleaning the White families' houses and cooking for
them. If she baked a pie for them, the families would let her bake a pie for us or
a cake. That's how we got dessert.
She would take me, before I went to school, with her to some of the houses,
and I would sit on a blanket while she cleaned people's houses, until I was old
enough to go to school. Ada was two years older than me, so Ada went to
school earlier than me.

Kelli Johnson:

What did your dad do?

Anna Belle King:

My dad was a farmer. He would... We moved, from what my mother said, from
several different places in Rome and Proctorville. He would plant a garden, but
he wouldn't let the plants grow until they would have to move to some other
place, so we lived in several, several places in Ohio.

Kelli Johnson:

Oh, okay.

Anna Belle King:

But that was before my memory.

Kelli Johnson:

Okay, so they didn't own where they lived.

Anna Belle King:

No.

Kelli Johnson:

They would go kind of like tenant farmers?

Anna Belle King:

Yes.

Kelli Johnson:

Or they would rent it and farm it, and then move on.

Anna Belle King:

Yes.

Kelli Johnson:

Okay, and so like I said, this... We're really focusing in on civil rights history in
Huntington and talking about the Fairfield neighborhood, so just quickly, I do
want to ask, did you all come over to Huntington when you were a child? What
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are your memories of Huntington? That would be in the, what, '40s and '50s,
when you were younger.
Anna Belle King:

Well, we moved from the Peters Hollow into Proctorville when I was probably
seven or eight years old, and so that was my first exposure to an inside
bathroom, because in the Peters Hollow, we did not have a bathroom. We did
not have running water, and we did not have any power.

Kelli Johnson:

This is the early '40s, early 1940s?

Anna Belle King:

Yes.

Kelli Johnson:

Okay, yeah.

Anna Belle King:

My dad died when I was five years old, and that he died when we were in the
Peters Hollow.

Kelli Johnson:

Okay.

Anna Belle King:

A couple years later was when we moved to the house in Proctorville. My
memories there, of Proctorville, was that there were certain areas where Blacks
could live in Proctorville. We moved on State Street, which is still the main
street through Proctorville, which is route seven. Yeah, that's seven.

Kelli Johnson:

Yeah, it's route seven.

Anna Belle King:

We lived in a house that now is the drive-thru for the Fruth Pharmacy. We lived
there from seven or eight until I moved to Huntington after my mother died.
Then there were several Black families that lived on the River Street, and they
were our cousins. The Spencer's and the Peters families lived there. Then there
were a couple of families that lived off State Street, but no Black families ever
lived on the very last street in Proctorville that was close to the school. We were
isolated from that area and Elizabeth Street, which was to the right of us. That
was a predominantly White neighborhood.
When we went to school, we went to a mixed school in Proctorville. I went to
Proctorville from the time I was in the first grade until the eighth grade, and
then Proctorville and Rome merged, and it became Fairland.

Kelli Johnson:

Okay, and so you always went to integrated schools, so it didn't... Wasn't like
Brown v. Board of Education that caused the schools to be integrated. They just
were integrated there in Ohio already.

Anna Belle King:

Yes, in...

Kelli Johnson:

In that area.
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Anna Belle King:

In that area. Now, Chesapeake was not.

Kelli Johnson:

Okay.

Anna Belle King:

And Rock Hill, and there were other schools in Ohio, in that area, that were not
integrated, but Fairland, or Proctorville was, and then eventually Fairland.

Kelli Johnson:

You know, what kind of goes along with that, I had always heard stories, and I've
actually seen pictures that there, some of the houses in Proctorville, were stops
on the Underground Railroad. Is that something you had heard, too, or that you
knew about, growing up?

Anna Belle King:

Yes, yes. There was one house that is still standing that's on the river that the
last family that I know that lived there were the Thorntons.

Kelli Johnson:

They were White.

Anna Belle King:

They were White, and there was a basement where they would... I was told that
when the slaves crossed the Ohio River, that was a safe place. Also, there was a
house that has become the library in Proctorville, that's on Elizabeth Street, that
was also one of the Underground Railroad Houses.

Kelli Johnson:

Oh, wow. I was going to ask you about school, so you talked about school. How
was your experience at school? A lot of Black people during that time weren't
going to integrated schools, so how was your experience at the, first, the
Proctorville School, and then at Fairfield School?

Anna Belle King:

At Fairland.

Kelli Johnson:

Or Fairland. Fairfield... Sorry. At Fairland.

Anna Belle King:

That's okay. I had no problems.

Kelli Johnson:

Yeah.

Anna Belle King:

I was accepted. Of course, Ada had gone before me, so most of the teachers
called me Ada the whole time I was in grade school, but I had no problems. My
brothers, the only... They were into sports. The only problem was, when they
would go play games at schools that were segregated, at halftime, they would
have to sit outside, even in the winter-

Kelli Johnson:

Oh, wow, yeah.

Anna Belle King:

Because they were not allowed in the school, other than to just play basketball,
or on the field. There was no football, of course, and then my brother, Frank,
played baseball, but it was segregated.
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Kelli Johnson:

Yeah. I know my dad has told some similar things, but he always said he didn't
have a problem growing up in Proctorville either. He had some really good
friends that were both Black and White. I've run into them over the years, and
they always speak highly of our family, so very highly.

Anna Belle King:

Mm-hmm.

Kelli Johnson:

Yeah, it seemed like Proctorville was maybe a little bit of an oasis in the world.

Anna Belle King:

Yes.

Kelli Johnson:

Did your... Did our family, your family, have any special traditions or things that
we did for holidays?

Anna Belle King:

Well, usually our house was the meeting place. The whole family would come,
after my brothers got married, and they moved away, but still we would have
Christmas dinners at our house, because of Mom, because she would always fix
dinner. We always had a big dinner at Thanksgiving and Christmas and my
birthday. Since my birthday was on July 4th, we would always have a family
picnic. I didn't have a store bought birthday cake until I was an adult and worked
at the medical school, at Marshall, because my mom would always bake me a
birthday cake, but that was always a really good memory. That even started
when we lived in the Peters Hollow, when I was smaller, and it was always a big
thing. In fact, I miss that now, but that was our... Our big day was July 4th in the
summer.

Kelli Johnson:

Yeah. I remember somebody... It might have been you that told me this, is that,
and I think it was at the house in Proctorville, is that in the fall, they would make
apple butter. I don't know if that was just your mom. I think it was your mom
and one of my uncles'... one of your brothers' wives, and maybe some other
women from the neighborhood?

Anna Belle King:

Well, my mom had the kettle, because you have to have an apple butter kettle.

Kelli Johnson:

Yeah.

Anna Belle King:

In our backyard, we would have the apples delivered, and Ada and I were in
charge of peeling the apples. That was our job for the apple butter. Then, the
volunteer fire department, ladies unit of the Proctorville Fire Department, they
would come and all day long, they would take turns stirring the apple butter in
our backyard.

Kelli Johnson:

Oh, wow. Yep.

Anna Belle King:

That was a tradition.
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Kelli Johnson:

Yeah, so another integrated thing that was happening in Proctorville, which
made it a lot different.

Anna Belle King:

Yes.

Kelli Johnson:

In comparison, do you remember as a child coming over to Huntington and
what it was like over in Huntington?

Anna Belle King:

Mm-hmm. Well, this is what I remember. We had to catch the bus, because we
didn't have a car, so even when we lived in the Peters Hollow, we would walk to
Proctorville to catch a bus that would take us to Huntington. My mother would
go to... Salvation Army had a building where Glenn's Sporting Goods used to be,
and Ms. Travis ran it. She would save the better clothes in our size, and Mom
would get the clothes, buy our clothes there from the Salvation Army.
Then, Ada and I, as we got older, would go to the Keith-Albee Theater, because
you had to go upstairs, because Blacks went upstairs. We would go, there was a
little market there, and they sold these big, red apples, so we would get us an
apple, and we would go upstairs and sit and watch the movie. We had to watch
the time, because there was only a bus that goes certain times back to
Proctorville.

Kelli Johnson:

Mm-hmm.

Anna Belle King:

We would watch the movie until the time for us to leave the theater, walk down
to the Stella Fuller place, and get our clothes and Mom, and then we would go
to Kay's Jewelry, or wherever, what Huntington store was downtown, and catch
the bus and go home, and then we would have to walk back out to the Peters
Hollow for home.

Kelli Johnson:

Wow. And the bus at that time... Because there wasn't a bridge from
Proctorville to Huntington, so you had to go down to Chesapeake, because
that's where the bridge was-

Anna Belle King:

Sixth Street.

Kelli Johnson:

And then come across there. Yeah, Sixth Street Bridge.

Anna Belle King:

Yes.

Kelli Johnson:

Okay.

Anna Belle King:

That's how the bus took us to Proctorville. It was crossing the Sixth Street Bridge
and going to Proctorville.

Kelli Johnson:

This is probably, just to put it in context, probably like mid and late '40s/early
'50s.
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Anna Belle King:

Yes.

Kelli Johnson:

Okay.

Anna Belle King:

Yes.

Kelli Johnson:

Yeah.

Anna Belle King:

Because we were old enough to, and the interesting thing is that William, Ada's
husband, would be there in the movie theater the same time we were, and Ada
would always ask him what time it was, so that we would know to leave to catch
the bus.

Kelli Johnson:

That's interesting.

Anna Belle King:

Yes.

Kelli Johnson:

But that's before they were...

Anna Belle King:

Oh, they didn't even know each other.

Kelli Johnson:

They didn't even know each other.

Anna Belle King:

No.

Kelli Johnson:

That just happened. That's interesting, because I think, in my mind, they met
there, and that's how they started dating. Then I had asked Uncle William. He
was like, "No, that's not..." I can't remember the story. He was like, "No, that's
not it." He didn't remember that at all. He didn't mention that. That's
interesting.

Anna Belle King:

Yeah.

Kelli Johnson:

I'll have to remind him of that one.

Anna Belle King:

Well, he didn't even know who we were, when we were that young and
watching the movies, so that's why he doesn't remember.

Kelli Johnson:

So...

Anna Belle King:

Oh, there was another incident.

Kelli Johnson:

Yeah, okay.

Anna Belle King:

I started babysitting for this White couple-

Kelli Johnson:

I was going to ask you this story, so yeah.
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Anna Belle King:

Who owned a pool hall and an apartment on the River Street in Proctorville. I
took care of their little girl from... She was born in April, and I started babysitting
with her, I think, in July, or it was in the summer.
Anyway, one time, she and her mother and I came to Huntington, and her
mother went to shop, and the baby, Delita, wanted something to drink, so we
went in Grant's Five and Dime Store.

Kelli Johnson:

This was downtown Huntington.

Anna Belle King:

Downtown Huntington. The lady came and asked me what I wanted. I told her, I
want something to drink, and she said, "Well, you know you can't sit down to
drink." And so, I had to stand, and let Delita, who was White, the baby, drink.

Kelli Johnson:

How old was Delita?

Anna Belle King:

She was probably, say, three, three or four years old.

Kelli Johnson:

So, she could sit at the counter-

Anna Belle King:

And drink.

Kelli Johnson:

And drink, but you were-

Anna Belle King:

But I couldn't, even though I was her babysitter.

Kelli Johnson:

Yeah, you were the older kid.

Anna Belle King:

Yes, yes.

Kelli Johnson:

But you were allowed to stay in there. You just couldn't sit down.

Anna Belle King:

I couldn't sit down.

Kelli Johnson:

Interesting.

Anna Belle King:

Yeah.

Kelli Johnson:

Do you have any other memories of Huntington, like when you were younger
and growing up?

Anna Belle King:

I can't think of anything that was specifically race related, because we didn't
come to Huntington that much, because like I said, we didn't have a car.

Kelli Johnson:

Yeah.
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Anna Belle King:

The movie was the only thing that I had personal knowledge of, but I also knew
that Black races, we couldn't go to the swimming pool, and so we swam in the
river, in the Ohio River, because the closest swimming pool was in Ironton, and
since we didn't have a car, we didn't get to go, but now Calvin and our cousin,
Pete, would go to Ironton to swim in the pool.

Kelli Johnson:

Yeah, yeah. It's interesting. I just had a conversation with somebody the other
day, because he had been in the military, and he said it was interesting that...
He's a White guy, and he was like, "The Black guys that I was in the military with,
they couldn't swim," and he was like, "I just always thought that was weird." I
said, "Well, we couldn't go to pools, so if you didn't live near water, you didn't
learn how to swim." He said, "I'd never thought about that before."

Anna Belle King:

Exactly.

Kelli Johnson:

Yeah, okay. Well, I could go on and... Actually, I do have some other questions
here that I do want to get to before we jump to the Civil Rights Era. Religion
usually plays a big part in a lot of people... Well, not usually, often plays a big
part in people's families. Was it a big part of the King family?

Anna Belle King:

Yes. After my... My dad died when I was five years old, and we were still living in
the Peters Hollow.

Kelli Johnson:

What year was that? Do you remember? You were five.

Anna Belle King:

That'd be '41.

Kelli Johnson:

'41, okay.

Anna Belle King:

Like I said, my older brothers were in the service, and so when my dad died,
they would not allow them to come home, except the one day for the funeral.

Kelli Johnson:

Oh, yeah.

Anna Belle King:

My dad's funeral was in Mount Pisgah Baptist Church, which is a church that
was close to the cemetery. My mother was a trustee in a church, and so she
brought us to church, well, I'm assuming my whole life.

Kelli Johnson:

Yeah.

Anna Belle King:

Because that was the entertainment in Proctorville for the Black community,
and every year, we would have basket meetings. Our church's date for the
basket meeting was the last of July, and so all of the Black families from
Proctorville, Burlington, everywhere, would come to Mt. Pisgah to the basket
meeting, and we would serve meals.
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As a child, I worked doing what I could. My mother cooked. My sister, Betty,
cooked. Then there was a church in Burlington, Macedonia.
Kelli Johnson:

Mm-hmm.

Anna Belle King:

I think they had theirs first of July, and I think then Burlington Church had theirs,
and I forget what other church, because I think Mount Pisgah was the fourth. I
can't remember what other church.

Kelli Johnson:

Yeah.

Anna Belle King:

But anyway, they were the Black churches in that area that would all come
together.

Kelli Johnson:

Oh, wow. Wonderful.

Anna Belle King:

For the basket meeting.

Kelli Johnson:

Then, right across... I can't remember if you mentioned this or not, but right
across from Mount Pisgah Church is Mount Pisgah Cemetery, and that's where a
lot of our family is buried.

Anna Belle King:

Yes.

Kelli Johnson:

Because we would be buried there, near the Black church, not in the White
cemetery, which was in... Well, it's not in Proctorville. I guess it's in Rome
Township.

Anna Belle King:

It's Rome, yes.

Kelli Johnson:

Yeah, yeah.

Anna Belle King:

There was a special area in the Rome Town, the Rome Cemetery, for Blacks.

Kelli Johnson:

Oh, okay.

Anna Belle King:

I had heard that one of my dad's brothers was buried there, but I've never tried
to find out where. I don't even know.

Kelli Johnson:

Because there's no stones or anything that... I mean, I remember hearing, since
I've lived here, there were no Black people in that church. I mean, in that
cemetery.

Anna Belle King:

In that cemetery. Well, there was a special area, before we were given the
property by Miles Howard, that became Mount Pisgah Cemetery and still is.

Kelli Johnson:

Okay.
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Anna Belle King:

My dad is buried in the Mount Pisgah Cemetery, and my mother, and two of my
sisters, and my youngest brother is buried in there.

Kelli Johnson:

Well, I could go on asking about the family forever, but we've been talking for a
while, and so I'm going... Let's, although we can follow up and do this again. I
know. If you need to take a break, just let me know, but we'll wind it up with
our Civil Rights Era history. Again, these are going to kind of just be questions all
over the place, but if you have something specific to say, please say it.

Anna Belle King:

Okay.

Kelli Johnson:

Do you remember when you first voted? Do you remember... Well, actually, let
me back up a little bit on that, because you lived in Proctorville until what year?

Anna Belle King:

Well, until-

Kelli Johnson:

Sometime in the '60s, right?

Anna Belle King:

Until I moved here, and I've lived here for over 30 years.

Kelli Johnson:

Okay.

Anna Belle King:

So, that would be in the '80s when I moved here.

Kelli Johnson:

Okay, okay. I thought it was earlier than that, which now that I think about
dates... Okay. Okay, well, let's go back to the voting question then. Do you
remember when you first voted?

Anna Belle King:

Yes. For some reason, they came to our school there in Proctorville, and you
could register to vote from the school. I think the first person I voted for was...
Shoot, I just forgot. Was it Eisenhower? Was it Eisenhower? Would that have
been... or Truman? Was Truman before Eisenhower? Because Truman came to
Huntington.

Kelli Johnson:

We should probably have a better grasp on U.S. history, yeah.

Anna Belle King:

That's what I'm saying. I can't remember. I'm not a good person remembering
dates, but anyway, I know that I was in school when I voted, I think, for both of
them.

Kelli Johnson:

Okay, and you never... I mean, there was never any problem with voting or
going to the polls or anything in Proctorville?

Anna Belle King:

No. No, never any problem.
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Kelli Johnson:

Do you remember... Well, where, how did you all get your news and things, like
the events, like what was going on in your area, or just over here in Huntington
or in the United States or whatever?

Anna Belle King:

Well, we always got the newspaper. The one that we usually got first was the
Ironton Tribune.

Kelli Johnson:

Okay.

Anna Belle King:

That gave us a history, plus we had a radio, and we got the news on the radio,
and eventually got a television, but that was far along in my growing up ages.
Most of it came from the newspaper and then the Herald-Dispatch started
passing the papers in Ohio.

Kelli Johnson:

Okay, so you were able to get news from far and wide. As you were growing up
in what seemed to be a very comfortable environment for Black people, but
then you did hear about civil rights issues around the country.

Anna Belle King:

Exactly. The first encounter that I came to in Proctorville was I had to ride the
bus to and from work, because I didn't have a car when I first started working at
the hospital. When Martin Luther King died, I was on the city bus from
Huntington. Of course, I was the only Black person, and they announced on the
bus that Martin Luther King had died, which I had heard while at the hospital.

Kelli Johnson:

Oh, okay.

Anna Belle King:

So, I knew that, but this person did not know it. The people that were talking on
the bus did not know it, and so when they said that Martin Luther King had been
killed, there was a man that said, "They should've killed that Black N-word a
long time ago."

Kelli Johnson:

Wow.

Anna Belle King:

That was on the bus full of White people and me, the only Black person.

Kelli Johnson:

Just to go back a little bit, so this was in... I know the date. It was April 4, 1968.
That's my first birthday, so I do... That's a date I remember. At this time, you're
still living in Proctorville, Ohio, but you're working in Huntington, West Virginia.

Anna Belle King:

Yes, yes.

Kelli Johnson:

Okay.

Anna Belle King:

Because I always worked in Huntington, other than when I babysat for the
family in Proctorville.
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Kelli Johnson:

So, now it's the '60s, the mid to late '60s, and you're working in Huntington, and
you have that experience on the bus. Do you remember anything else that
happened, that had to do with civil rights around that time, that you either
observed, or that you read about, or heard on the radio?

Anna Belle King:

Well, we knew where we could go and what we could do. We could not go to
Camden Park, except on Colored Day.

Kelli Johnson:

And that was one day a year.

Anna Belle King:

One day a year.

Kelli Johnson:

Yep.

Anna Belle King:

Of course, we couldn't go to the swimming pools. We couldn't eat at Bailey's
Cafeteria. We could not eat at White Pantry. But, a relative of ours, Chet Lane's
brother, Baby Joe Payne, looked like he was White, so he went in to White
Pantry, sat down. They served him, and he ate, even though they were saying
that no Black people were allowed.

Kelli Johnson:

Yeah, and then, because I think you and my dad were talking about this the
other day, somebody passed by. I don't know. I don't remember who it was.
Somebody passed by and saw him in there and almost blew his cover, because
he was thinking, "What is he..." You know, like a family member, one of us
passed by.

Anna Belle King:

Yes.

Kelli Johnson:

Yeah, I love that. I love that he went in there and ate. I think that's great.

Anna Belle King:

Yeah, that was the big thing, because White Pantry was one that was really
adamant that there would never be a Black to eat in the restaurant.

Kelli Johnson:

Well, and I think we talked about this the other day, too, because they went
ahead and closed, right? Rather than become integrated.

Anna Belle King:

Integrate, yeah. Right.

Kelli Johnson:

Do you remember any other stories or events like that?

Anna Belle King:

Well, when I worked at Cabell, there... I worked in a lab, and I was the only Black
in the lab. Well, most of the time, I was the only Black anywhere in Huntington,
but there was a group of girls and lab techs, who were on break, and I had
happened to walk in. One of the girls said... She was an EMT, and whenever they
got a call from the Eighth Avenue, the Black area, she would say that they had to
go to the N-word town.
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Kelli Johnson:

Okay, N-word town.

Anna Belle King:

That was the... That was EMTs, and I'm sure the police said the same thing.

Kelli Johnson:

Yeah, I'm sure. I mean, you grew up in Proctorville. You worked in Huntington,
but then, whenever you did move over here, did you have any interaction at any
time? Did you go to the traditionally Black neighborhood in Huntington, which is
Fairfield neighborhood, or did you spend any time there or interact with any
folks there? Or did you kind of... I mean, I know you, but for the recording,
because I know you took care of my grandma, and I know that you went straight
home a lot, but I didn't know whatever interactions you had.

Anna Belle King:

I did not socialize in Huntington, but Ada did, because she married William, and
they were here in Huntington, because like you said, I worked mainly at Saint
Mary's and Cabell and the medical school, so that was that part of my life. I
would go home, and I would have another life, taking care of my mother, who
was quite sick.

Kelli Johnson:

Yeah.

Anna Belle King:

She had her first heart attack when I was 17 years old, and so it just went on
from there.

Kelli Johnson:

Yeah.

Anna Belle King:

She was in and out of the hospital all the time, and when she would come to
admissions, they would call me, and I was responsible for her while she was in
the hospital. That was my experience there, but I never had any problem,
racially, in the hospital, because my boss was a Jew.

Kelli Johnson:

Oh, okay, yeah.

Anna Belle King:

He was treated in Huntington the same way I was treated in Huntington. For
instance, the doctors would all go to the Greenbrier Country Club.

Kelli Johnson:

Mm-hmm.

Anna Belle King:

And he was not allowed to go, because he was a Jew, and he was well
renowned, well respected worldwide, who had written books, medical books on
pathology, which he was a pathologist.

Kelli Johnson:

Yeah.

Anna Belle King:

His son is Joe, Joseph Werthammer, who started the intensive care unit for the
children in the hospital.

Kelli Johnson:

Oh, wow. Wow.
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Anna Belle King:

But he was not allowed to go dine in the country club. When they accepted Dr.
Werthammer, he could only come wearing a suit and dress clothes, because Joe
went one time, as a child, and they wouldn't let him in because he wasn't
dressed appropriately, even though he was the son of Dr. Werthammer.

Kelli Johnson:

It's interesting that you tell that story. Bill Smith... I recorded Bill Smith, and he
talked about a time when he went to Huntington High, and that somebody
came in to speak. I don't remember who. I think it was Robert C. Byrd, but I
could be wrong, and that the Black students and the Jewish students got
together, and they stood up and walked out of the assembly. I thought that was
an interesting story of the collaboration between two marginalized communities
to make a statement.

Anna Belle King:

Right, and the reason they did that was because Byrd was a member of the Ku
Klux Klan and was well-known even all his life.

Kelli Johnson:

Yeah.

Anna Belle King:

But getting back to Dr. Werthammer as my boss...

Kelli Johnson:

Mm-hmm.

Anna Belle King:

When I was made the supervisor of the pathology lab, which he had control
over, he told me that there would be some doctors who would object to me,
but that he would take care of me, and he did, because he understood.

Kelli Johnson:

So, you guys basically had your own two-person civil rights protest there at the
hospital.

Anna Belle King:

Right, exactly.

Kelli Johnson:

And you won.

Anna Belle King:

Yeah, because there were many doctors, who just did not accept Blacks either.

Kelli Johnson:

Yeah.

Anna Belle King:

One of the doctors that I worked with got married in the Catholic church, and he
invited me and my boss, lab supervisor, to his wedding and reception, and we
were... Mary Frances and I were in line to eat, and the wife of the doctor behind
me said to her husband, "What is she doing here?" He said, which I was really
happy that he said it, "She was invited just like you were." The lady who said it
had a TV show, a cooking TV show, called [inaudible] Kitchen.

Kelli Johnson:

Oh, wow.

Anna Belle King:

That was on WSAZ TV.
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Kelli Johnson:

Yeah, yeah. It's interesting. Who are some of the other, I guess I'll use the word
characters, that you remember from Huntington in the Civil Rights Era, because
I know that there were like Dr. Phil Carter, who I work with at Marshall
University. He and a bunch of other students did sit-ins. They did a famous sit-in
at the White Pantry and other things. Do you remember other folks, who either
were on the side of civil rights champions, or some other folks, like that woman
with the cooking show, who were adamantly against civil rights and integration?

Anna Belle King:

Well, I don't exactly have personal knowledge, but I knew that it was going on.
For instance, Marshall University was segregated. That's why I did not... I was
not able to go to college, because I couldn't afford to go to any of the other...

Kelli Johnson:

Like West Virginia State or Bluefield, which are HBCUs.

Anna Belle King:

Yeah, anything, right. The reason Marshall integrated was because of Hal Greer,
because he was a basketball star.

Kelli Johnson:

Mm-hmm.

Anna Belle King:

He was approximately my age, so that's why Marshall is integrated, whether
they say so or not.

Kelli Johnson:

Yeah, and there was... I forget his name. He played football, and he went to
school with Hal Greer. Oh, my gosh, I can't think of his name right now. I'm
blanking, but it was all around the same time, but I see. Yeah, they said... I think
they had one or two. They had a handful of Black students, who went before,
but it wasn't really something that was encouraged.

Anna Belle King:

Right.

Kelli Johnson:

Yeah.

Anna Belle King:

Exactly.

Kelli Johnson:

Yeah.

Anna Belle King:

But the positive thing is they put up the statue of Hal Greer.

Kelli Johnson:

Yes.

Anna Belle King:

Which I think is marvelous, because he was great.

Kelli Johnson:

Yeah. His family is very, very nice. I worked with them on something, and they
were very gracious, very, very gracious. Do you remember, was the NAACP
active around here? Were you all a part of that?
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Anna Belle King:

I was never a part of it, but it was always active. It became more prominent as
integration came. I don't remember who was the first president of the NAACP,
but I know it was a small organization to begin with. I never joined, because I
never had time for outside things.

Kelli Johnson:

Yeah.

Anna Belle King:

But it's always been a presence in this city.

Kelli Johnson:

Other than those experiences that you had at work, you don't remember any
other experiences, positive or negative, that really had to do with the Civil
Rights Era or civil rights laws passing or the Civil Rights Movement itself?

Anna Belle King:

No. I don't recall specific things in Huntington. I just remember hearing about
what happened.

Kelli Johnson:

Yeah.

Anna Belle King:

I just, I can't... Right now, I can't think of the progression of it.

Kelli Johnson:

Yeah.

Anna Belle King:

But it did take on a new, whole, big being when integration came in, and
because they pushed for everything being integrated. In fact, when I bought this
house over 30 years ago, Huntington housing was integrated, but... supposedly.
There were areas where the real estate agent showed me houses in the areas,
but he told me not...

Kelli Johnson:

Don't even try it?

Anna Belle King:

Not... Yeah, but he showed me this area, and he showed me this house. He said,
"I think that you could get this house." But when I moved here, the neighbors,
some of the neighbors, did not want me here, because they said that I would
bring the neighborhood down and all that. In fact, the person that lived in back
of me, Hercil Gartin, who was White, he and his wife, and he was sheriff or
mayor or something of Huntington.

Kelli Johnson:

Okay, yeah.

Anna Belle King:

He was prominent in Huntington.

Kelli Johnson:

Yeah, yeah.

Anna Belle King:

His wife did not want me here, and she told me.

Kelli Johnson:

Oh.
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Anna Belle King:

She told me that, and several of my other neighbors told me that.

Kelli Johnson:

That she didn't want you or that they didn't want you or both?

Anna Belle King:

Well, it was her, because he used to-

Kelli Johnson:

Oh, okay. Yeah, she was the one.

Anna Belle King:

Yeah, because he, as a public servant, mixed with the Blacks, but she was
adamant that she did not want me in this neighborhood.

Kelli Johnson:

Does the neighborhood have a name? Even though I've lived in Huntington for
years, I always forget. We're on the eastern side of town, but does it have a
specific name here? Is it Gallaher?

Anna Belle King:

Gallaher Village.

Kelli Johnson:

Yeah.

Anna Belle King:

Because there was Gallaher School that is now the EMT, and it was segregated.

Kelli Johnson:

Yeah.

Anna Belle King:

Because they didn't want Marcum Terrace kids to go, so when they map out the
city, it's segregated.

Kelli Johnson:

Yeah, yeah.

Anna Belle King:

Because they got the people they wanted in the schools that they wanted,
without them saying that it was segregated, but you can see the property lines.

Kelli Johnson:

There's some documents out there, and somebody, a Marshall student, I think it
was, wrote a paper on redlining. Basically, it was where people who were in
charge of cities and real estate and all that drew red lines. This is where Black
people could live, and they could not live... Only White people could live here.

Anna Belle King:

Yeah.

Kelli Johnson:

Yeah, there's an article about that.

Anna Belle King:

Then they didn't want poor White people or any Black people.

Kelli Johnson:

Yeah.

Anna Belle King:

But when I worked at the medical school, and I had contact with the president
of Marshall, the medical school, he lives not far from here, and I was introduced
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to him. He asked me where I live, and I told him. He said, "How did you get a
house there?"
Kelli Johnson:

Wow. You said, "I'm a professional woman, and I bought it with my money."

Anna Belle King:

Yep, so it was still prominent even 30 years ago.

Kelli Johnson:

Yeah, yeah, so that's in the '80s.

Anna Belle King:

Yes.

Kelli Johnson:

Yeah, 1980s, yeah. Okay, we've been going for an hour, and I usually like to cut
it off at about an hour, because everybody starts to get tired.

Anna Belle King:

My throat's getting...

Kelli Johnson:

Yeah. Do you have any last comments that you'd like to add? I feel like we need
to do another one of these sometime, but do you have any last comments for
this interview?

Anna Belle King:

Well, I think this is wonderful, because it gives all of us an opportunity to speak,
give our speech, as to what life was like in the city, because if you don't tell it,
nobody will ever know it. There are people that don't know what I went
through, and mine was minor, compared to what others have gone through. I'm
glad to be able to tell my story.

Kelli Johnson:

And I appreciate you telling your story. You said it was minor, but you were a
trailblazer at that hospital, so I appreciate you, and I love you. You're my auntie.

Anna Belle King:

Oh, thank you.

Kelli Johnson:

Thank you.

Anna Belle King:

I love you, too.
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